CHAPTER V
THE ' SCUTTLING ' IDEA
TN the first few days after my return to the Interned
-L Squadron I had mentioned the idea of sinking the
Fleet to my Chief of Stafi As the waves of revolutionary
passion were then running high we came to the conclusion
to let the matter rest for the time. The interlude of peace,
in things political, after our transfer to the Emdm
brought it again more into the foreground, and this was
stimulated by the English Press in which an idea of the
Peace terms to be imposed on Germany had leaked out.
At the end of February I had received a letter from
Commodore Heinrich, the Naval Delegate to the Peace
Commission, which substantiated the idea that the object
of the Commission was the surrender of the ships. I was
positive that this energetic and able officer would do his
best to defeat this object, but I had to take into con-
sideration that his goodwill was bounded by the decisions
of the Government* This latter, judging by its surrender
to any and every demand of the Entente, promised no
good to the ships of the Interned Squadron.
At the beginning of March the English Admiralty took
the first steps towards a further reduction of the care
and maintenance parties on board our ships and torpedo
boats. The reduction ordered was considerable; for
instance, battleships and heavy cruisers with a strength
of about 200 to be reduced to 78 so as to correspond
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